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despite the controlled studies in past years failing 
to prove their worth, not to mention the theoreti-
cal concern for carcinogenesis possibly induced by 
such therapy. Important therapeutic recommen-
dations, such as systerruc steroids and x-rays for 
postherpetic neuralgia, go unreferenced. 
The author points to a growing increase in 
incidence of viral infections, without citing sup-
porting epidemiologic evidence; and his suggestion 
that contraceptive medication and antibiotic use 
are predisposing factors for viral infection appear 
to be a reflection of bias rather than fact. Brief 
mention is given to the important role of herpes 
simplex, molluscum contagiosum, and warts in 
sexually transmitted disease, and only passing 
allusion is made to the possible role of herpes 
simplex in carcinogenesis. A table of vaccination 
contra.indictions and a potentially interesting sec-
tion discussing oncolysis (use of virus therapy to 
treat tumors) would have been more valuable if 
more than one reference each had been offered. 
The general format of the text is clear, with 
concise divisions and subdivisions for easy read-
ing. Numerous excellent color and black and white 
photographs of clinical disease, e lectron micros-
copy, and pathology, and a generous use of tables, 
figures, and illustrations supplement the gener-
ally brief text. 
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More detailed clinical descriptions and differen-
tial diagnosis, as well as more fundamental trea-
tises on basic principles, are available in standard 
texts of medicine, dermatology, and microbiology. 
However, despite the lack of depth and detail of 
the material presented, the author appears to 
have accomplished his goal - the text is geared to 
the practitioner, and serves as a ready guide to 
viral diseases with mucocutaneous manifesta-
tions. 
Arthur R. Rhodes, M.D. 
Boston, Massachusetts 
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The following books have been received and 
may be reviewed in a subsequent issue: 
B iochemistry of Cutaneous Epidermal Differ-
entiation , Makoto Seiji and I. A. Bernstein. Uni-
versity Park Press, Chamber of Commerce Build-
ing, Baltimore, Maryland 21202, 1977. 
The Presentation of Original Work in Medicine 
and Biology , Hugh Dudley. Churchill Living-
stone, Medical Division of Longman Group Lim-
ited, 23 Ravelston Terrace, Edinburgh, EH 3TL, 
1977. 
